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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 19656 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: AGENDA FOR SSC MEETING 

REF: TOKYO 19004 

AT LEAST IN PART DUE TO LEAK TO PRESS DECEMBER 21 OF DEATILS OF 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR SSC MEETING, FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS RE- 
QUESTED THAT TITLE OF FOURTH AGENDA ITEM (DISCUSSION 
OF AREAS OF EMPHASIS FOR FURTHER COOPERATION FOR DEFENSE 
OF JAPAN) BE CHANGED TO "FREE DISCUSSION OF DEFENSE COOPERA- 
TION." RATIONALE FOR PROPOSED CHANGE IS THAT THERE 
ARE OTHER EXISTING BILATERAL FORUMS FOR DISCUSSION OF 
THE RELATIVELY NARROW ITEM ON THE PRESENT AGENDA. 

EMBASSY SUPPORTS CHANGE IN THAT ALL TOPICS 
US SIDE CONSIDERS IMPORTANT CAN BE DISCUSSED UNDER 
ALTERNATIVE TITLE. 
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